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and gnomic pieces are storehouses of rustic prudence. The Mill
Song (Politis 234) must be one of the oldest in type, since Herodotus
speaks of one sung in his day. The modern Swallow Song has only
one line in common with that used by children in ancient Athens;
it is used to greet the spring, and enumerates the signs of the
opening year in a manner like that of the Old French May-songs,
for which there are several other parallels. Songs of exile are a
peculiarly Balkan genre. In such sterile lands young men are com-
pelled to seek work far from their mountain homes; their regrets
are embodied in a whole class of lyrical ballads.
2.  Yugoslavia^ Bulgaria
The Serbs and Croats occupy the ridge of the Dinaric Alps
which separates the Dalmatian coast from the interior valleys of the
Save, Morava, and Vardar. All this land is theirs; consequently
theirs is the watershed between Greek and Latin civilization
together with the outposts of each. Farther to the east, Bulgarians,
speaking an almost identical language, are wholly Balkan. To the
north the Yugoslavs maintain contact with the outposts of
Germanic culture, which is, in its best features, an offshoot of the
Latin. Illyricum and Pannonia belonged, under Diocletian's rule,
to the Western Empire; but with the fall of Rome their fortunes
were identified with the East. The infiltration of the Slavonic
tribes impressed a new character on this region. Stepan Dusan,
in the fourteenth century, extended his short-lived empire in the
direction of Bulgaria and Macedonia, while the coastal towns—
Ragusa-Dubrovnik, Spalato-Split, Zara, &c.—were falling under
the influence of Venice. The Serbs and Bulgars embraced the
Greek faith, the Croats the Roman. With the faith went the
alphabet, so that two are still current in Yugoslavia. The Croats
speak the same language as the Serbs, but on the coast men spoke
Dalmatian Romance. They are the 'Latins' of the bride-stealing
ballads of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, which show how the
Christian alliance against the Turks was hampered by the mutual
suspicions of head-strong mountaineers and crafty townsmen. The
sailors of both shores of the Adriatic lived the same life and under-
stood each other well, but an abrupt change of ideals and manners
occurred in the course of the five-thousand-foot climb of the
Montenegrin wall.
Thus Yugoslavia is a land of transition from one civilization to

